HH104 AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY

1900-WW I

PEOPLE OF INTEREST

   THEODORE ROOSEVELT

Became youngest president as he took over after McKinley’s assassination.  Fiske thought he was more involved with his duties as CinC than any other Pres to date, except GW.  Gets naval increases from Congress; largest peacetime expansion for US; 1901 6th largest Navy to 2nd in 1909
   BRADLEY A. FISKE (RADM)
Helped create the CNO position, though he never held the position himself.  He fought in the Spanish War, Philippine Insurrection, wrote 5 books, and created 60+ naval inventions, including a telescopic sight for guns.  1st Admiral to leave and return a ship by airplane.
   WILLIAM S. SIMS (LT)
While in the Pacific, learned from the HMS Terrible’s captain Scott about “continuous aim” which had an 80% hit rate.  Scott knew the inefficiency of American gunnery (hitting 2.3% in Manila Bay with moored enemies in perfect conditions) needed drastic improvement.  He could not get the naval administration to listen so wrote Roosevelt who agreed and made him (a LT currently) in charge of target practice and intelligence.  Implements dry target practice.  Points out defects (low freeboard, cinders fall back, no armor at guns)
   EUGENE ELY

 Performed ship to shore flight from USS Birmingham Nov 1910
FOREIGN RELATIONS

*Venezuelan Crisis – Latin countries were not repaying debts and then hiding behind Monroe Doctrine.  Roosevelt then said that misbehavior could be punished as long as territory was not acquired.  Germany, Britain, and France blockaded Venezuela until it agreed to arbitration of its $12.5M debt.

*Roosevelt Corollary – said US would police the Caribbean because the US has told Europe to stay out of it

*Columbia – trade partner with US, but they refused to ratify treaty for Panama Canal; US supported Panamanian revolution and cut Columbia’s forces off from Panama.  Independence was achieved in weeks and Panama accepted the US treaty for the Panama Canal

Japan defeats China in Korea and Britain allies with Japan.  This keeps Open Door trade in the Far East by preventing the “Triple Intervention” (German-French-Russian) from allowing Russia to dominate trade there.

As the world’s four dominant fleets (US, Brit, Jap, German) plotted against each other, German planned to take Puerto Rico and make US renounce Monroe Doctrine.

*Japan defeated Russia in the Battle of Tsushima and allowed Roosevelt to negotiate peace.  Japan got the land they wanted but no reparations.  Japs rioted but the focus was mostly on their government, which fell 4mo later.

Roosevelt got himself into trouble by saying the Navy needed 1 battleship a year and then agreeing to 2.  Stifled opposition on the west coast when they put restrictions on and segregated Jap immigrants which angered Japan.  West coast then worried about Jap fleets coming and resistance to a larger dropped.

*US-Jap tension over immigration; US Pac war plan Orange

DREADNOUGHT- THE ALL-BIG-GUN BATTLESHIP

The 8th RN ship with this name.  Caused ships to be defined as pre or post dreadnought.  Pre-DN were significantly weaker.  The DN had all big guns which had much higher efficiency than a ship that had mixed big and small guns.  The idea was Italian but the Brits beat the German and Japs to it (the German DN had many mixed guns too and was not terribly efficient and the Jap DN was somewhat smaller).
Roosevelt had trouble convincing Congress to quickly build many DN.  He established Pearl Harbor as a Pacific base to protect Panama and the Philippines.
Pennsylvania had 12mi range with 14” guns; coal ( oil power; 20% speed increase)

THE GREAT WHITE FLEET

Roosevelt from his Pres yacht the Mayflower saluted the US 16 best battleships painted in white which departed for a tour of the world.  They signed a treaty in Japan to maintain status quo in the Pacific.  Greeted in many cities.
Flagship Connecticut; Steel US Navy coming of age
 Taft
Tried to tread over Jap and Chinese feet in Asia, but with his fleet in the Atlantic, he had nothing to persuade with.  US vessels were disproportionate – many more ammo, repair, and hospital type ships were needed.  Ships were also unsafe with ships like the Kearsage a flashback could kill many men and a single shell could knock out every gun.
In 1913 Anglo-Jap alliance changed so that if Japs went to war with US, Brits did not have to join which knocked out the possibility of Japs making war on US in Pacific.  Germans and Brits had larger fleets than US, but were in arms races with each other.  Guantanamo Bay was est and could protect the Caribbean and Panama Canal.  The US was very well protected – its fleet could protect from any enemy est a base close enough to attack the US.

The Panama Canal – US treaty 1903; first ship through 114; 50mi long, saves 8000mi trip
